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On 6th May this year residents of Histon and Impington will have 
the opportunity to vote in a referendum on the Histon and Impington 
Neighbourhood Plan.

The Plan provides a formal local voice on planning decisions which 
affect our community.

A vote in favour means the Plan comes into force: once this happens, 
applications for planning permission must normally be determined in 
accordance with the Plan’s policies.

The Plan (version 4.0) can be found at http://www.hiplan.net/ .

David Jenkins Chair, Neighbourhood Plan team    

Denis Payne Chair, Histon & Impington Parish Council
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The journey so far

The Neighbourhood Plan has been developed through regular 
dialogue and consultation with our community, as summarised in 
this illustration.

Following the formal 
community-wide survey in 
September 2016, four  
guiding principles for the  
Plan emerged:

1 Utilising the best   
 available technology  
 to the advantage of all.
2 Making sure that   
 whatever we do   
 contributes to   
 tomorrow’s community.
3 Offering everyone the  
 opportunity to live in  
 and / or contribute to  
 Histon & Impington.
4 Being mindful of our  
 history and preserving  
 our memories.

•	 Essential	Character	 •	 Successful	Economy
•	 Vibrant	Community	 •	 Getting	Around
•	 Safe,	Secure	and	Successful	 •	 Housing	for	All

The	Independent	Examiner	verified	the	Plan	met	all	legal	
requirements	and	recommended	the	Plan	(modified	as	in	version	
4.0) proceed to the current referendum stage. Due to Covid-19, the 
referendum was delayed to this May.

Six	priorities	for	the	Plan’s	policies	also	evolved,	further	 
detailed below:
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The Policies

The Policies address use and development of land within Histon and 
Impington parishes north of the A14. They are complementary to and 
build on policies in South Cambridgeshire District Council’s  
Local Plan.

Importantly “Once a neighbourhood plan has been brought into force, 
the	policies	it	contains	take	precedence	over	existing	non-strategic	
policies in a local plan covering the neighbourhood area”. This is a 
strong reason for supporting acceptance of the Neighbourhood Plan 
in the referendum.

Ideas put forward during the consultations addressing other actions 
that	could	benefit	the	community	are	being	taken	forward	by	the	
Parish Council. 

The Policies complement the design principles guiding future 
development proposals that are set out in the recently adopted Histon 
& Impington Village Design Guide.
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Essential Character

These	five	policies	aim	to	protect	the	essential	character	(the	‘village	
character’) of the community:

•	 HIM01	 High	Quality	Design	–	Residential		 	 	 	
  Development
•	 HIM02	 Interesting	Buildings
•	 HIM03	 Size,	Scale	and	Location	of	New	Housing
•	 HIM04	 The	Windmill
•	 HIM05	 Parking	Provision	for	Cars	and	Cycles.

The first of these	includes	criteria	for	modifications	to	existing	
dwellings aimed at achieving good quality, avoiding over 
development or adverse impact on the street scene character. 
Among other aspects, it requires any new housing to contribute to 
achieving sustainable development, design in opportunities for safe 
outdoor play, have street layouts which prioritise walking and cycling, 
and which enhance the public realm.

The villages have a wealth of interesting buildings. Many enjoy 
statutory protection as “Listed buildings”. Policy HIM02 flags up 
other “interesting buildings” which form part of our heritage and the 
villages’	character	with	41	buildings	currently	identified.	

The Policy imposes no new planning restriction on these interesting 
buildings but signals to planners the buildings’ wider interest when 
deliberating on planning applications.

There is an open process for annually reviewing / changing which 
buildings are covered by the Policy. 
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The Plan supports new housing as long as the villages’ character 
is	retained:	it	has	to	be	the	right	size	development	in	the	right	place	
(eg	not	in	the	Green	Belt).	Easy	pedestrian	and	cycling	access	to	the	
village centres is also stressed.

Windmills	are	protected	by	a	range	of	national	planning	policies;	the	
Plan complements these through supporting development in and 
around Impington Windmill provided there is no loss of wind to the 
mill.

Where	development	occurs,	the	Plan	seeks	to	ensure	adequate,	
useable vehicle parking is provided, recognising, in particular, access 
to	businesses	in	the	High	Street	and	around	the	old	station.	Emphasis	
is given to avoiding adverse impact on amenity, the passage of buses 
and service vehicles, or road safety. 

The Plan requires that cycle parking should be convenient, easy 
to	use,	safe	and	secure,	and	covered	and	fit	for	purpose.	Minimum	
provisions are set down, including addressing the safe parking of 
cargo and trailer bicycles.

Provision for private and public charging points for electric vehicles is 
also made. 



6

Successful Economy

Four policies seek to retain and strengthen economic activity in our 
community. Two focus on retail activity and two on retaining a range 
of job opportunities:

•	 HIM06	 Commercial	Core
•	 HIM07	 The	School	Hill	Site
•	 HIM08	 The	Jam	Factory
•	 HIM09	 Vision	Park.

 
Proposals that diversify and enhance the range of local shops, 
services and community facilities and create jobs strengthening 
the vitality and viability of the High Street and adjacent area will be 
supported under the Commercial Core Policy. 

Much of the current redevelopment of the Tesco / library area at the 
School Hill Site is in line with the Plan’s policy for this area. The 
Plan locks in gains achieved and provides a safeguard should further 
development	or	modifications	be	sought	later.

The Vision Park Policy is solely concerned with maintaining or 
increasing employment here.

The primary focus of the Jam Factory Policy is similarly to maintain 
or increase employment on the factory site. Provided this is achieved, 
the Policy allows for small scale, accessible and adaptable housing 
development. 
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Vibrant Community

Public open spaces serve our community in many ways. They are 
good for our mental and physical health, our cultural identity and 
enrich our biodiversity. These policies protect valued and much-loved 
open spaces:

•	 HIM10	 School	Hill	Garden
•	 HIM11	 Local	Green	Space
•	 HIM12	 Important	Natural	Habitats
•	 HIM13	 Maximising	Recreational	Space.

The School Hill Garden Policy protects from development the 
small site beside the brook lying between the bus shelter and the 
redeveloped	Tesco	/	library	complex	(which	includes	the	“youth	
shelter”). 

Under planning law, Local Green Spaces have similar protections to 
Green	Belt.	Under	the	Plan,	12	sites	enjoy	this	status	including	the	
Infant	School	Field,	St.	Audrey’s	Close	Community	Centre	Green,	
Crossing	Keeper’s	Copse	and	Northern	Buxhall	Farm.

Any	development	affecting	11	sites	identified	in	the	Important Natural 
Habitats Policy must be undertaken so that the prevailing biodiversity 
value is maintained or enhanced. This includes Manor Park Field 
and	Histon	Wood,	woodland	on	Fieldstead	Farm	and	Croft	Close	Set	
Aside.

The playing fields	at	Impington	Village	College	and	the	Recreation	
Ground	are	safeguarded	for	recreational	use.	Moreover,	the	Plan	
encourages	each	to	be	managed	in	a	way	which	maximises	their	
availability to the public.

The Policy also seeks to maintain the factory site’s biodiversity, retain 
a green separation between the employment areas and Home Close 
and, where appropriate, provide public access “greenways” across 
the site.
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Getting Around

Access within and around the villages feature in several policies. For 
one it is the sole focus:

This requires developments to have easy and safe walking and 
cycling routes within the villages, especially to the centres. Also, 
circular and radial walking and cycling routes outside the built-up 
area are promoted.

•	 HIM14		 Walking	and	Cycling	Routes.

Safe, Secure and Successful

These two policies set down aspirations for the community to gain 
from recent developments:

•	 HIM15	 A14	Mitigation	Sites
•	 HIM16	 The	Infant	School	Site.

The	first	recognises	that	green	infrastructure	mitigates	noise,	dust	and	
air pollution from the A14. The Policy requires this green infrastructure 
is kept or added to in the areas where the A14 runs closest to the 
villages.

The Plan envisages the infant school site ideally continues as a 
community	facility,	or	else	is	used	to	benefit	the	community.	Possibly,	
some health care facilities could be provided there. 
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Housing for All

The Plan strongly supports provision of affordable housing and 
specifically	endorses	three	relevant	policies	in	the	Local	Plan	(H/9,	
H/10 and H/11). The Neighbourhood Plan is not allowed to repeat 
these but has provided evidence base documents to support planning 
application	determination.	This	Policy	focuses	on	a	specific	area	
facing redevelopment:

•	 HIM17	 Station	Site.

Whilst	recognising	housing	development	could	rejuvenate	the Station 
Site area,	the	Policy	also	seeks	to	protect	and	add	to	existing	shops	
and services and retain important heritage buildings.
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Credits 

Contributors to the Neighbourhood Plan

The Histon & Impington Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared by 
a Team drawn from the community. Many people and organisations 
have contributed, giving time and information. The Team is very 
grateful for this support. Those involved directly in preparing this  
and earlier versions of the Plan include:

 Hoodah Abdullah Sue Lee
 Mike Barrett Dan Mace
	 Robert	Bensted-Smith		 Geoff	Moore	
 Nigel Butcher Denis Payne
	 David	Chandler	 Jon	Pavey
	 Finn	Holding	 Jon	Polley
 Brian Ing Sarah Udin
	 David	Jenkins	(Chair)	 Nick	Wood

Links

Version 4.0 of the plan   http://www.hiplan.net/
South Cambs Local Plan
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/planning/local-plan-and-neighbourhood-
planning/the-adopted-development-plan/
National Planning Policy Framework  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-
policy-framework--2
Histon & Impington Design Guide   
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/media/15676/histon-and-impington-
village-design-guide-supplementary-planning-document.pdf

Published	by	Jon	Pavey.	Designed	by	Andrew	Oliver.	Printed	by	Print-Out
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