
Histon & Impington Parish Council www.hisimp.net September 2019 

The Newsletter of Histon & Impington 
 Parish Council 

Issue 28 - September 2019 

HM The Queen attends NIAB Centenary Celebrations 
NIAB welcomed Her Majesty The Queen to Histon & 

Impington on Tuesday 9 July with a celebration of 100 years 

of crop science. 

CEO and Director, Dr Tina Barsby, accompanied The Queen as 

she met staff in the Sophi Taylor Building Conference Centre 

and glasshouses at NIABõs Park Farm field station on the 

outskirts of Histon and Impington. 

The Queen viewed exhibits of variety evaluation in 

ornamentals and cereals, a showcase of ôsuperwheatõ plants in 

the glasshouse, and a colourful  display of NIABõs history. She 

also spoke with some of NIABõs longest serving members of 

staff, each with between 40 and 50 yearsõ service.  

Dr Tina Barsby said, òThis is the third time The Queen has 

visited NIAB as the organisationõs Patron, with two previous 

visits to our headquarters on Huntingdon Road in Cambridge 

on the occasion of NIABõs 50th anniversary in 1969 and 75th in 

1994. Both NIABõs Cambridge sites are undergoing a period of 

redevelopment with a new headquarters building at Huntingdon Road opening in 2020. But we 

were delighted to host The Queen at Park Farm, featuring our two, recently opened, buildings 

with new analytical and research laboratories, growth rooms and offices.ó 

In the glasshouse plant breeder Dr Phil Howell showed NIABõs award-winning resynthesised wheat 

research to The Queen. The programme recreates the original chance hybridisation from 10,000 

years ago that led to the development of modern wheat, by crossing durum wheat (Triticum 

durum) with wild goatgrass (Aegilops tauschii). Dr Howell said, òThe Queen showed great interest 

in the plants through each step of the process, 

including the resulting ôsuperwheatõ delivering 

new high yielding, resilient genetic material used 

by researchers and commercial wheat-breeding 

programmes across the world. She was very lovely 

to talk to and laughed at my comment that we 

were only showing her the best wheat plants from 

our research after ignoring the poorer ones.ó  

NIAB archivist Tricia Cullimore welcomed The 

Queen with a display of images from her previous 

visits and from when King George V and Queen 

Mary opened NIABõs original building in 1921. The 

Queen signed the visitor book, which she had 

signed in 1969 and 1994 as had her grandson, the Duke of Cambridge, when he visited in 2014. She 

was then presented with a wooden bowl, made from one of the original mulberry trees planted by 

her grandparents at Huntingdon Road in 1921. The bowl had been hand-carved by Kathleen Abbot, 

grand-daughter of NIABõs founder Sir Lawrence Weaver. 

The visit finished with The Queen enthusiastically planting a hornbeam tree outside the Sophi 

Taylor Building, accompanied by Sir Lawrence Weaverõs grandchildren Professor Lawrence Weaver 

and Mrs Abbott, NIAB Chairman Jim Godfrey and Dr Barsby, and cheered on by over 100 NIAB staff.  
Ros Lloyd, Head of Communications, NIAB 

  

Pre-launch meeting to unveil 
plans for the Hub - Get 
involved! 

Development work on HI HUB, the name for 

the village website being created to serve 

local residents and businesses, is now 

progressing. Anyone interested in whatõs 

going on, or potentially getting more 

involved, 

can find 

out more 

at a public 

meeting on Thursday 26 September, 7.30pm 

at Histon and Impington Recreation Ground 

Community Room.  

HI HUB will soon provide a community 

website and weekly e-newsletter service 

covering issues that matter to local people. 

This will be available free of charge to 

everyone who signs up. At the meeting, the 

team developing it will be able to answer 

questions and give the community a preview 

of the website under development. 

Feedback will be used to refine and develop 

the plans.  

The second part of the meeting will be 

aimed at anyone potentially interested in 

being involved. This will include plans for 

building and training a team of community 

journalists who might like to contribute to 

the news and information gathering that will 

be at the heart of the new service.  

Representatives from community groups, 

service providers and businesses are being 

particularly encouraged to come along, as 

one of the purposes of the Hub is to share 

their news and information more widely 

around the village. 

As well as looking for reporters, 

photographers and editors, HI HUB will be 

aiming to forge close links with 

representatives from these groups.  

Sign up using the form at hihub.info/#join-in 

to be kept informed of developments and so 

that the team can get in touch.  

Liz Hill 
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Parish Office Contacts 

Open at the Recreation Ground Centre 

Monday to Thursday 9.30am - 12.30pm 

Tuesday  2.00pm - 4.00pm 

Other times by appointment 

Parish Clerk:  Chelsea OõBrien 

clerk@hisimp.net  

Committee Clerk:    Theresa King 

                               committee.clerk@hisimp.net 

 
Apprentice Business 
Administrator:  Amelia Luck 
 admin@hisimp.net    

Telephone: 235906 

 

Office Manager:        Lynda Marsh 

                                office@hisimp.net 

Telephone: 232423 

Groundsman:  Steve Campin 

     groundsman@hisimp.net  

Parish Councillors  

Chairman 

Denis Payne - Impington Lane  233577 

 

Andy Butcher - Nuns Orchard 513494 

Aga Cahn - Hereward Close 232186 

Steve Carrington ð Nuns Orchard 07802 443859 

Marian Cleaver - High Street 232897 

Neil Davies - Dwyer Joyce Close 232514 

Walter Davey - Park Avenue 234210 

Ashley Gordon - Dwyer Joyce Close c/o 235906 

Ros Hathorn - Cambridge Road 236560 

Brian Ing - Woodcock Close 234291 

David Jenkins - Pease Way 07739 758859 

Simon Jocelyn ð Villa Place 232241 

David Legge - Villa Road 233565 

Geoff Moore - Mill Lane 235758 

Yvonne Murray - Narrow Lane 237173 

Pene Nudds - Clay Close Lane  237155 

Oliver Sellen - Hereward Close 07751 016437 

Edd Stonham - Normanton Way 564534 

County Councillors: 

David Jenkins - Pease Way 236232 

District Councillors: 

Pippa Heylings - Burrough Field   07837 228416  

Martin Cahn - Hereward Close 07826 748407 

Stephen Hunt - Park Lane 455180 

 

Parish Councillor mail addresses are 
name.surname@hisimp.net, or can be found at 

www.hisimp.net  

Published by  

Histon & Impington Parish Council 

The Parish Office,  

New Road, Impington, Cambridge CB24 9LU  

Edited by: 

Angela Young and Chelsea OõBrien 

hi-news.editor@hisimp.net 

Photo credits include:  

Ray Parr, Chris Sidell, Brian Ing, Amelia Luck, 

Theresa King 
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    Councillor & Staff News  

Elaine Farrell - many of you will know Elaine, 

or will have seen her active in the 

community, whether on Council, or more 

general activities. 

Sadly for us, but 

good news for her, 

sheõs decided to 

spend more time 

at her house in 

France. As a 

result, sheõs 

resigned from the Council since she wonõt be 

able to fulfil her duties from that far away! 

She was a valued Vice-Chairman, chair of our 

Employment Committee, and active on a 

number of other committees. 

A fellow Councillor said, òYes, she will be 

much missed as she has been such an active 

and involved councillor.ó 

Marcus Romer - We also lost last yearõs 

Environment Chair Marcus as a Councillor this 

Summer. We wish him well with his work 

commitments which led to this decision.  

Alex Hale - Not so many of you will know 

Alex - heõs been part of the team that 

maintains the Recreation Ground and other 

open spaces in the community. Heõs moving 

on after three years 

with us. 

 

 

Amelia Luck - joined 

the Office team in 

July, as Apprentice 

Business Administrator. Amelia works 30 

hours a 

week and 

is often 

the first 

person to 

greet you 

in the 

Parish 

Office. 

 

 

Theresa King - 

joined the Office 

team in August 

as Committee 

Clerk/

Information 

Officer. Theresa 

works twenty 

hours a week and 

is Clerk to the Environment Committee, 

looking after those all-important issues such 

as open spaces, trees, litter and dog bins, 

street furniture and so forth. 

Denis Payne, Chairman  

Highways News 

Works are now complete for this yearõs Local 

Highways 

Initiative 

project which 

led to the 

resurfacing of 

four key 

footpaths in 

the village.  

Working closely 

with 

Cambridgeshire 

County Council, 

works started 

at Manor Park, 

and the full 

length of the footpath has been resurfaced, 

linking up with last yearõs resurfacing at New 

School Road leading to Saffron Road.  

Other footpaths resurfaced as part of this 

scheme include New Road to School Lane and 

the completion of Greenleas and Kingsway

(following on from last yearõs scheme).  

The Highways Committee has yet again 

submitted an LHI Application to continue 

making Histon & Impington a safer place to 

get around. We will find out at the 

beginning of 2020 if the 

application has been successful! 

mailto:admin@hisimp.net
mailto:groundsman@hisimp.net
http://www.hisimp.net
mailto:hi-news.editor@hisimp.net
http://www.hisimp.net
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    Fireworks Extravaganzañ
Saturday 2 November  

This yearõs Fireworks Extravaganza will take 

place on Saturday 2 November on the playing 

fields at IVC. The organising committee is 

starting work and by the time you read this, 

weõll be starting our detailed planning. 

The Extravaganza has changed a lot over the 

years, from lowly beginnings over 20 years 

ago as a show for Infant School children using 

fireworks bought from a supermarket to the 

major event which over the last few years 

has attracted crowds of 4000 people and has 

raised thousands of pounds for our village 

schools. 

Putting on an event of this size requires a 

huge effort along with careful planning, and 

weõre fortunate to have an extremely 

enthusiastic and hard-working committee 

(numbering some 18 people) who plan the 

show, find sponsors, sell tickets, organize the 

food and spend much of the Saturday setting 

up. We also rely on over 100 volunteers who 

help out during the event itself. These 

include parents, Scouts, the Oakington Air 

Cadets and IVC Sixth Formers. These people 

run the ticket desks, sell novelties, serve 

teas, marshal, manage the car-parking, and 

litter pick afterwards. Itõs a phenomenal 

effort and the success of the Extravaganza is 

due, in no small part, to the fact that our 

community works together to support it. 

As part of our planning process, significant 

thought and preparation go into risk 

assessment and emergency procedures. Over 

the last few years the event has grown 

significantly and as a result the number of 

volunteers and marshals needs to increase in 

order to ensure the continued comfort and 

safety of everyone attending the show.   

Weõve been recruiting over the last six 

months and have some new faces whoõll help 

out this year. But weõre always on the look-

out for more. If you can help marshal or want 

to be involved in firing the fireworks, or can 

help in any other way, then please contact 

Dan Mace at dan.r.mace@gmail.com. 

Thank you to all of you, we couldnõt do it 

without you! 

 

Dan Mace 

tƘƻǘƻ /ǊŜŘƛǘΥ ¢ƻƳŀǎȊ tƛŜǘǊȊŀƪ 

Feast Highlights 2019 Arts Events this Autumn at 
Histon Library 

ôThe Library Presentsõ is back for a brilliant 

new season of high quality and affordable 

arts events in Cambridgeshire Libraries. 

Thank you 

to all who 

voted in the 

summer for 

events and 

workshops 

you'd like to 

see at your 

local 

library. Four very varied offerings funded by 

Arts Council England have been selected for 

Histon Library this Autumn. 

The season begins on Wednesday 30 October 

with ôDark Mattersõ, an evening of 

storytelling and music with Jonathan 

Lambert, based around six stories featuring 

the Devil as a trickster. Licensed bar. Basic 

ticket price is Ã7 with concessions available. 

Suitable for ages 12 and over. 

On Saturday afternoon 2 November, thereõs a 

ôCreative Virtual Reality Workshopõ, a great 

opportunity for young people of 8 and over. 

Wearing VR headsets, work with artist Lee 

Mason to learn how to digitally sculpt and 

paint in 3D. Have fun as you dive deep into 

oceans or up into space on a virtual reality 

adventure. Ã5 standard, Ã2.50 concessions. 

Thereõs comedy for families with children 6 

and over on Saturday afternoon 30 November 

with James Campbellõs hilarious stand-up 

show, ôThe Funny Thingõ. Basic price Ã4 each, 

family saver Ã14. 

On Wednesday afternoon 11 December, there 

is a ôPrintmaking Workshopõ for adults. Work 

with professional tutors from Curwen Print 

Study Centre to learn monoprinting 

techniques and create your own piece of art. 

All materials supplied. Ã5 standard, Ã2.50 

concessions. 

For further details, pick up a brochure in 

libraries or follow the link on 

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/arts.  Booking is 

open now with tickets available from libraries 

and Cambridge Live on 01223 357851. Donõt 

delay as these events sell out quickly! 

Volunteering Opportunity 

ôThe Library Presentsõ is looking for 

volunteers to support with stewarding, box 

office, refreshments, marketing, event 

management, photography and some 

technical support roles. 

Thelibrarypresents@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

would love to hear from you. 

Cath Pennington, HILF 

http://www.hisimp.net
mailto:dan.r.mace@gmail.com
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/arts
mailto:Thelibrarypresents@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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Cambridge Ten Sing is an informal performing 

arts project, run for young people, by young 

people. We have a Young Peopleõs Committee 

who organise the programmes for the year, 

with adult presence, and it offers the 

opportunity to become involved in a variety 

of creative and performing arts activities 

from singing and music, to dance and drama.  

Our year is always full of performances and 

activities; currently we are booked to sing at 

the Choir 2000 Advent concert, sing 

Christmas songs to commuters at Cambridge 

North Station and we are planning an exciting 

team building weekend in November.  

Then we have a fundraising dinner planned 

for February, our annual showcase concert in 

March, and we have been attending the 

London Marathon in April for over 10 years as 

part of the official entertainment! 

Participation is more important than ability - 

there is no audition. If you are aged 11-18 

and can get to our rehearsals on a regular 

basis, come and join us! It doesn't matter 

where you live. We meet every Thursday 

during term time between 7pm and 9pm at 

Histon Baptist Church.  

Have a look at our Facebook page to see 

some of the things we get up to. 

Theresa King  

Apple Juicing at the 
Community Orchard  

Saturday 5 October 9am to midday 

This is a good opportunity for anyone with a 

surplus of apples or pears to turn them into 

juice. This year we'd be very grateful for 

donations of fruit as the trees in the orchard 

are still very young and so have not started 

producing much fruit yet. Histon and 

Impington Community Orchard Project 

(HICOP) will provide the relevant juice 

making equipment including two traditional 

apple presses. Everyone is invited to help 

with chopping and macerating the apples and 

operating the presses. It is a great family 

event and children are particularly 

welcome.  If you would like to take some 

juice home with you then please bring some 

containers; plastic milk bottles or screw-top 

wine bottles are ideal. The juice will keep in 

the fridge for 3ð4 days and if frozen will keep 

considerably longer. 

Simon Goddard, HICOP 

Histon & Impington Gardening 
Club 

All meetings are held on the second Tuesday 

of the month at the Methodist Church, 

starting at 7.30pm. 

8 October - Geoff Hodge will help us beat the 

winter blues by advising us on how to get  

ôWinter Colour in the Gardenõ. 

12 November - natural history photographer 

Roger Hance will tell us about ôAttracting 

Wildlife into our Gardensõ. 

10 December - is our Christmas party with a 

talk by Geoff Hales on ôGardeners Joyõ. 

Everyone is welcome and if you are 

interested 

get details 

from 

Richard 

Ackroyd tel: 

236315. 

 

 

 

 

My Guide Volunteers Needed 

Volunteer to become a My Guide Volunteer in 

the Cambridge and surrounding area for 

Guide Dogs for the Blind Association. 

As a My Guide Volunteer, you will be matched 

with a blind or 

partially sighted 

person living in your 

local area. You will 

support them to get 

out and about for a 

few hours each 

week/fortnight to 

do the things that 

they want to do, 

which could range 

from walking into 

town, using public 

transport or support 

with free running 

their guide dog. You 

could make a real difference to someone 

today. 

No previous experience is required and 

nationally recognised sight-guided training 

will be provided, along with safeguarding. 

You will also be supported with a dedicated 

role manager and be part of a wider team. 

To find out more, please call 0345 143 0233 

or email guidedogs@peterborough.org.uk. 

 

 

Hear Ye. Hear Ye. Whatõs 
New? 

What a Summer! Itõs been a scorcher. We did 

not need the local 

press to tell us this 

but they have kept 

us up to date with 

a surprising 

number of articles 

relevant to Histon 

and Impington. 

Here are a few. 

Daily changes to 

the A14 continue to catch us unaware. 

Repairs and improvements to our roads and 

footpaths have become the norm. Histon 

Cricket Club has done well and the Histon 

Stutes gained promotion (hooray!). Her 

Majesty the Queen visited NIAB at Park Farm 

as part of their centenary celebrations. (Did 

you know she also attended their 50th and 

75th ?). We have had notice of the proposed 

redevelopment of the School Hill retail site. 

A new primary school has planning permission 

at Buxhall Farm. Our junior school children 

have participated in multiple sports events. 

We have been forewarned that the public 

funding of our nursery school may be in 

doubt. 

All such Cambridge newspaper articles have 

been kept by the Village Society since 1979. 

Just occasionally we are mentioned in the 

national press. If you spot such an article 

please save it for the archive and email us at 

village.society@hotmail.co.uk. 

Eleanor Whitehead, Village Society 

 

 

Village Society Autumn 
Programme 2019 

24 September -  Becky Proctor. From 

Workhouse to Playhouse: a history of Mill 

Road, Cambridge. 

29 October - Dr Anthony Cooper. The impact 

of WW2 on South Cambridgeshire. 

26 November - Maureen James. Christmas 

customs in Cambridgeshire and 

Huntingdonshire. 

Meetings take place in term time at 7.30pm, 

usually on the last Tuesday of the month at 

Impington Village College in the Brackenbury 

Room. 

Membership is Ã12 per annum, visitors are 

welcome at Ã3 per person per meeting. 

For more information please contact our 

secretary on 01223 513016 or 

wendy@differentlight.org. 

http://www.hisimp.net
tel:236315
tel:236315
mailto:guidedogs@peterborough.org.uk
mailto:village.society@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:wendy@differentlight.org
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    Feast Week 2019 

Feast Week raised nearly Ã6,000 for local 

charities, many thanks to everyone who 

contributed by 

organising or 

attending an 

event, buying a 

Feast Programme, 

taking an advert 

and supporting 

the 

activities. There were two very special 

donations which helped enormously this year 

- the Parish Council paid for the road closure 

and Open Gardens contributed Ã2,500 to the 

Feast for distribution. Both of these ensured 

that the Feast could provide the funding 

requested of it and that high cost events like 

the Feast Festival could be held with no cost 

to attendees. 

Also I'd like to thank the Feast Committee 

members for their hard work this year; we 

have a number of new people involved, with 

many of them taking on established events 

and roles, and absolutely owning them! New 

committee members are always welcome; 

next year we are looking for 

¶ A new treasurer 

¶ Someone who can co-ordinate programme 

distribution 

¶ People with publishing skills to have a go at 

compiling the Feast Programme. 

The Feast has a number of things to mull over 

for next year, including 

¶ What should the mix of Feast Week be? 

¶ Should the Feast Festival run in the same 

two-year cycle, always falling in the same 

summer as Open Gardens and Fen Edge 

Festival? 

¶ How can the road closure be funded in 

future years? 

¶ How much should Feast Festival stalls be? 

Keep an eye out for the AGM in January when 

things will get rolling for the Feast in 2020.  If 

you're interested or have any comments 

please get in touch -

stevecox.histon@gmail.com. 

For the record, funds were distributed 

between the following organisations: 

¶ Histon Scouts - Data projector - for use by 

all Scouting and Guide groups 

¶ Histon Baptist Church - defibrillator 

¶ Ladybirds Playgroup - shed for storage 

during building work at the Salvation Army 

hall 

¶ HICOM - support for Mental Wellbeing 

Week 

¶ Firs House Surgery Patient Participation 

Group - staging events and advertising 

¶ HICOP - natural log seating 

¶ CogWheel Trust - sessions for low income 

patients 

¶ New Life Church - orphanage trip to South 

Africa 

¶ Blue Smile - counselling service at HIJS. 

Steve Cox 

 

Lilyõs hair cut raised Ã700 for 
local trees 

Lily, 12, was devasted to see the trees cut 

down in Histon and Impington by Highways 

England during the ongoing A14 expansion. 

Lily decided to cut her thigh-length hair and, 

by doing so, raise money for Histon and 

Impington Trees Action Group (HITAG). The 

group was set up by local residents to restore 

our Green Gateway by replacing the trees 

which were cut 

down due to the 

expansion of 

the A14. HITAG 

are planning to 

replace about 

1,000 trees on 

land close to 

junction 32 of 

the A14 and is 

fundraising and 

applying for 

grants. 

When the trees 

were felled , 

Lily was very 

concerned 

about the loss 

of habitat for wildlife ð òThere were loads of 

birds when they chopped the trees down and 

I was really sad. I was upset about how bad it 

was for all the wildlife ð rabbits, birds and 

insects.ó 

Lily donated her one metre long ponytail to 

the Little Princess Trust, a charity that 

makes wigs for children undergoing 

treatment for cancer who have lost their 

hair. 

Lily set up a Just Giving fundraising page 

(justgiving.com/crowdfunding/lilytrees) and 

so far, she has raised Ã771 ð enough for 211 

young trees!  

Amanda Layzell 

tƘƻǘƻ /ǊŜŘƛǘΥ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ  

 

 

HI Trees Action Group 

The Action Group was formed in response 

to the felling of the trees next to the A14 

at the entrance to the village. We want to 

restore this: 

back to this: 

Weõre building on the excellent work of 

the village A14 Group whoõd started 

conversations with local landowners and 

were all delighted when the Chivers family 

agreed to allow planting of over 1,000 

trees on land between the B1049 and the 

Holiday Inn - currently the construction 

site. This is in addition to the planting  

Highways England will carry out 

immediately next to the A14. Caroline and 

Ben Chivers are 110% behind the project ð 

we really appreciate their support. This 

means weõll be able to convert the barren 

construction site pictured above into a 

wildlife haven with a thick band of trees to 

help screen the villages from the A14. 

Weõre right in the middle of planning and 

much is still uncertain, including exactly 

when Highways England will vacate the 

land. Trees need to be planted in the 

Winter months, so at this stage it looks 

most likely weõll be planting in late 2020 

or early 2021.  

Our plans include trees, hedging and 

wildflowers. Weõve won support from the 

Woodland Trust which means theyõll pay 

70% of the cost of trees and guards; 

theyõve also appointed an advisor whoõll 

help us see the plan through. 

Even at this early stage, our local 

community have been very generous with 

over Ã5,000 raised from the Parish Council, 

Red Lion, Oven Gleamers, personal 

donations and of course Lily who did such 

fantastic fundraising. Many thanks to you 

all! Weõre applying for other grants and 

will carry out further community fund- 

raising as required. 

We will definitely hold a community event 

where everyone is invited to come along 

and plant trees. We should have over 

1,000 to plant so weõll need plenty of 

help. Watch out for further 

announcements so we can all do our bit to 

recreate the Green Gateway to our 

villages. 

Dan Mace 

http://www.hisimp.net
mailto:stevecox.histon@gmail.com

