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Your chance to have your say
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We said “Help Your Community Plan Ahead for the 21st Century” and we are happy to say that you did, in great numbers.

We all have much to be proud of, especially the strong sense of community whether that be through schools, the annual Feast, Churches, or one of the many clubs and societies in the villages.

Now the results are in and we are delighted that nearly 1,000 households have responded, giving us an excellent and hopefully influential set of figures showing what improvements we, as the people who live here, want to see in Histon & Impington.

Lets work through the questionnaire in order:
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Development & Homes
We first asked which types of development would you support in the villages.  There was little support for commercial development, but retail and residential got more.  The majority view was “none”.

On where development should take place, over half did not want building in the Green Belt, which completely surrounds the village, and covers much of the open land in the village as well. 
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Executive homes were wanted - but not by many - and there was a high level of support for small family homes, starter homes and affordable housing.

This is not the pattern today (though the 900 homes planned for Arbury Camp (Impington) will have 30% affordable).
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You firmly believed that something ought to be done about traffic - with almost half believing it makes walking unsafe for children and the elderly and a third unsafe for adults.

Top priorities for action are High Street, Station Road, and by the schools.  It will be no surprise that improvements for pedestrians are most needed in High Street, and by the Co-op.

As far as lorries are concerned, nearly half of you would like to see them banned from Impington Lane and Park Lane.

People are willing to get out of their cars - 64% want better cycle facilities to Cambridge and to a lesser extent elsewhere.  A cycle/pedestrian bridge over the A14 would be used by up to 68% of all residents.

Public transport would be used more, as well, if it were more reliable and cheaper.  Re-opening the railway would attract almost as many, as would a route to Addenbrookes.
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Crime & Disorder
Crime and Disorder was of great concern to many.  36% of you felt this was the top priority for spending in the community.  South Cambridgeshire is actually a pretty safe area to live, as are Histon and Impington.

Nevertheless we probably all know someone who has suffered some type of crime.  The most common reported crime was car related - damage, theft from or theft of.

Only about two thirds of crimes were actually reported to the police, and just over half of you were satisfied with the response.
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Many of you were apprehensive or afraid about crime happening to you, and more have actually taken steps to improve safety and security.

Amenities & Facilities
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Services provided by the District Council got a positive vote - refuse collection and recycling were seen as pretty good, though about 30% thought street cleansing poor or very poor.  County services - roads, pavements and verges - came in for more criticism - with over 50% of you giving pavements a poor or very poor mark.

More locally, 67% thought that we needed a community centre, and 90% of those who expressed a view supported the redevelopment of the Church Halls site.  As many also supported a co-ordinated approach to the development of community facilities.

The majority of people found out about village events via word-of-mouth, closely followed by Church magazines, newsletters and free papers.  Its not surprising then that 65% would like to see a free newspaper for the villages.

Leisure
We have good local sports facilities - a large majority of users of the Recreation Ground, play facilities at the Green and IVC Sports Centre were very satisfied or satisfied with them.  Overall, 78% of those expressing a view were happy with the existing opportunities for sport and physical recreation in the villages.
However, less than 12% actually use the Recreation Ground (though over 50% use the wide range of facilities at IVC).

You’d like to see more going on - both sporting - an all weather sports pitch, gym/workout equipment - but also a drama group among a wide range of further activities.

Environment
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The environment is a subject close to many hearts.  Through the questionnaire hot spots for dog fouling in particular have been identified and a strong desire expressed for more dog bins.  

Areas ripe for improvement environmentally were clearly seen in the Histon High Street and around the waterways.  Additional comments seemed to centre around the commercial areas such as One Stop and the Co-Op, plus a few adverse comments for areas such as the Vision Park and near to the railway crossing.

Litter is seen as a problem by 64%, with more litter bins, but also increased litter picking by local authorities, seen as a way to reduce it.

A strong vote for extra public spaces leaves the question where?  The villages of Histon & Impington have a severe shortage and there is a lot of work to be done if this is to be achieved.

A stronger vote for continued planting of bulbs, trees and wild flowers raises similar questions - where?  More daffodils were planted by volunteers in Impington last autumn along Cambridge Road and also Bridge Road - where next?  And will you help?
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A huge 83% use the green box kerbside recycling scheme.  This is good news for the community in that £5.71 per tonne collected is paid back to the community for its own use. 

Young People
We are richly provided with facilities and groups for young people up to Junior School age - and this was reflected in high levels of satisfaction with them.

For older ages, satisfaction turns to dissatisfaction - with facilities regarded as poor.

Some IVC students and all Junior School students contributed to separate questionnaires, and these are proving invaluable in moving forward.

This section also asked about the formation of a Youth Council - which was supported by 81% of those who expressed a view.

Resources
You were asked to prioritise spending by the Parish Council and came up with the following top 5 areas of concern:  

· Helping fight crime, vandalism etc.

· Traffic (calming, street lights etc.)

· Grass cutting, trees, litter picking

· Village Hall / Community Centre (provision, running costs)

· Youth (club, workers, Youth Council)
What is more, it is encouraging that many residents are prepared to pay more on Council Tax - almost £10 more - to help make these happen.


What Next?

These are exciting times for our villages.   But there is work to be done if we are to gain from this in-depth and up-to-date set of opinions.

Already we have seen some significant successes in areas highlighted by the appraisal:

We now have a village newspaper, in conjunction with the Cambridge Evening News. Some feel that a newsletter like this is a vital part in uniting our community.

The WI are running monthly litter picks in both villages using equipment supplied by the Parish Councils. 

The Youth Club for years 7 and 8 is up and running at IVC on Thursday nights and is a tremendous success.  We need a club for the years 9, 10 and 11. 

2 new dog bins are now sited in The Coppice, Impington and a new litter bin near The Dole.  A broken seat at The Coppice has been replaced with a new one.  An additional seat at the Recreation Ground has been recently donated to the village.

Supported by:

South 
Cambridgeshire
District Council
Awards for All
Histon Parish
Council
Impington Parish Council
Histon Feast
Cambridgeshire ACRE
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The project team:

Histon & Impington: Andrea Clark, Angela Young, Anne Muncey, Brenda Soar, Chris Cox, Chris Dorling, Chris Thompson, Denis Payne, Elizabeth Fraser, Fuff Munnelly, Hugh McCurdy, Huw Jones, Lynda Marsh, Martin Croxon, Mick Young, Neil Davies, Steve Carrington, Tony Hough
Cambridgeshire ACRE: Deborah Willis

How to contact us:

Call: Denis Payne 233577, Chris Cox 233728 or Neil Davies 232514  email hicap@histon.freeserve.co.uk 

What can you do?
The appraisal results are a vital resource for two reasons:

· they give us invaluable information about the concerns, and wishes, of our community;

· they can be used as supporting evidence in bids for funding, or where taking issues to District and County Councils.

Given this information, we can make a difference!

Are you interested in working to improve matters like this for our community?  Then come along to the public meeting at 2:30 pm on Saturday, May 18th at Histon Junior School.

STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS

Come along and see the specially commissioned
video - produced by World Video Productions











Join us at the Junior School, 2:30 pm, Saturday May 18th
Everyone can do something to help OUR COMMUNITY
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